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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections of the application are 
respectfully requested in view of the amendments and remarks herewith, which place the 
application into condition for allowance. The present amendment is being made to facilitate 
prosecution of the application. 

I. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS AND FORMAL MATTERS 

Claims 1-21 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 
16, and 19, which are independent, are hereby amended. Support for this amendment is provided 
throughout the specification and specifically at page 21 of the Specification. No new matter has 
been introduced by this amendment. Changes to claims are not made for the purpose of 
patentability within the meaning of 35 U.S.C, §101, §102, §103, or §112. Rather, these changes 
are made simply for clarification and to round out the scope of protection to which Applicants 
are entitled. 

IL 35 U.S.C. § 101 REJECTIONS 

Claims 16-21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §101 as being directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. Applicants submit that, as amended, claims 16-18 are now directed 
statutory subject matter. Applicants further submit that claims 19-21 are directed to "An 
apparatus for modifying a price associated with content," and therefore, are directed to statutory 
subject matter. Applicants respectfixlly request the rejection of claims 16-21 under 35 U.S.C. § 
101 be withdrawn. 
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III. 35 U.S,C. § 103(a) REJECTIONS 

Claims 1-21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly unpatentable 

over U.S. Patent No. 6,002,771 to Nielson in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,433,207 to Best. 

Independent claim 1 recites, inter alia, 

. .wherein said encrypted information is accessed, at a first information 
processing apparatus, for a first pre-selected period of time , as a fianction of said purchased rights 
and usage control policy, and 

wherein said encrypted information is accessed, at a second information 
processing apparatus, for a second pre-selected period of time independent of a connection to the 
first information processing apparatus ." (emphasis added) 

The other independent claims recite similar features. 

As understood by Applicants, U.S. Patent No. 6,002,771 to Nielsen (hereinafter, 
merely "Nielsen") relates to a method and system for regulating discounts on merchandise 
distributed through networked computer systems. The method and system involve the use of 
discount coupons valid toward the repurchase of the merchandise. When a user desires to 
purchase merchandise, the user creates a request to purchase the merchandise and sends the 
request to purchase to a vendor. The vendor creates and encrypts a discount coupon valid 
toward the repurchase of the merchandise at a later time and sends the encrypted discount 
coupon together with the merchandise to the user. Later, when the user desires to repurchase the 
merchandise, the user creates a request to repurchase the merchandise and sends the request to 
repurchase to the vendor. The vendor decrypts the request to repurchase and verifies certain 
information regarding the purchase and the repurchase of the merchandise. After verifying the 
information, the vendor sends the merchandise to the user, (see Abstract, emphasis added) 

As understood by Applicants, U.S. Patent No. 4,433,207 to Best (hereinafter, 
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merely "Best") relates to an inteerated circuit decoder for providing microcomputer users with 
access to several proprietary programs selected from a large group of such programs that have 
been distributed to users in cipher. The decoder chip can decipher a program if an enciphered 
key called a "permit code" is presented to the decoder chip. Permit codes are not interchangeable 
between decoders, are issued only to customers that have paid for use of a program product, and 
each code will work only with one program. As the program is being deciphered in a user's 
microcomputer, the decoder chip places random errors into the program , which make copies 
of the program malfunction in other microcomputers. The decoder chip keeps a table of 
addresses where it has placed errors and dynamically corrects the errors on the data bus 
whenever an error word is addressed during execution, (see Abstract, emphasis added) 

Applicants submit that nothing has been found in neither Nielson nor Best that 
teaches or suggests encrypted information is accessed, at a first information processing 
apparatus, for a first pre-selected period of time , as a fiinction of said purchased rights and usage 
control policy, and wherein said encrypted information is accessed, at a second information 
processing apparatus, for a second pre-selected period of time independent of a connection to the 
first information processing apparatus, as recited in claim 1 . 

hideed. Applicants submit that the printed coupon in Nielsen teaches away from 
the first and second preselected time periods as recited in claim 1, since a printed coupon offers a 
completely different approach to providing content to a user at a reduced fee. Furthermore, 
Applicants submit that Best fails to add any relevant teaching to Nielsen. 

Thus, Applicants submit that the combination fails to teach or suggest the features 
recited in claim 1 and the combination actually teaches away from the claimed invention. 
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Accordingly, Applicants submit that claim 1 is allowable. 
Since the other independent claims recite similar, or somewhat similar features, 
Applicants submit that those claims are also patentable for the above-recited reasons. 



IV. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 

The other claims in this appHcation are each dependent from one of the 
independent claims discussed above and are therefore believed patentable for at least the same 
reasons. Since each dependent claim is also deemed to define an additional aspect of the 
invention, however, the individual reconsideration of the patentability of each on its own merits 
is respectfully requested. 

CONCLUSION 

]n the event the Examiner disagrees with any of statements appearing above with 
respect to the disclosure in the cited references, it is respectfiilly requested that the Examiner 
specifically indicate the portion, or portions, of the reference , or references, providing the basis 
for a contrary view. 

Please charge any additional fees that may be needed, and credit any 
overpayment, to our Deposit Account No, 50-0320. 
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In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is believed that all of the 
claims in this application are patentable and Applicants respectfully request early passage to 
issue of the present application. 



Respectfully submitted, 

FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG LLP 

Attorneys for Applicants 




Thomas F. Presson 
Reg. No. 41,442 
(212) 588-0800 
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